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Abstract

In the Ukrainian orthography of 2019, the rules of spelling of complex adjectives
(together or hyphenated) are formulated with regard to the structure of a word, the
method of word formation as well as the etymology of a complex unit and its
grammatical features. However, the current state of the orthographic norm,
primarily in the way it is represented by orthographic dictionaries, cannot be
considered satisfactory. Codifications of complex adjectives, presented in various
academic spelling dictionaries, demonstrate the variability and instability in
spelling of these units together / with a hyphen in the modern Ukrainian language.
The spelling of complex adjectives remains the most difficult and controversial
issue. Choosing whether to hyphenate or separate the components of compound
adjectives remains a huge challenge for writers. The units representing differences
in the design of complex adjectives and homophonic phrases in various
orthographic dictionaries highlight the problem of distinguishing a complex word
and a phrase that has not yet been finally resolved in linguistics. The rule on the
spelling of complex adjectives needs to be revised and amended. The difficulties
are not caused by the lack of rules regulating the spelling of certain groups of
words, but by the possibility of their different use, which leads to different
spellings in spelling dictionaries as well as literary and journalistic texts. In the
article, the subject of research is orthography as one of the varieties of the language
norm. The dynamics of the spelling norm are highlighted. The norms governing
the writing of complex adjectives, set out in the Ukrainian orthography of 2019,
are analyzed. An attempt was made to reveal the reasons for the selective
application of the formulated rules and to analyze the dictionary codification of
complex adjectives. The issue of spelling complex adjectives is one of the most
controversial and relevant ones. It is assumed that the orthographic inconsistency
of spelling complex adjectives together / hyphenated is caused by repetitive
recoding of individual words registered in academic spelling dictionaries. It is
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noted that variants of the spelling of individual words can simplify writing, but will
lead to a loosening of the established norm. Cases of inconsistency between the
codification and the customary norm are identified. On the basis of the revealed
trends in the spelling of complex formations, recommendations for the codification
of complex adjectives and additions to the spelling rules are made.
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spelling variability, usual norm.
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