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Abstract

We consider language thinking as a process of making sense of the world by
creative individuals using verbal means and the system of conceptual dominants
important for a certain stage of cognition. On the basis of modern fiction, we
reveal the leading ideas of Ukrainian writers’ worldview, model the constants of
Ukrainian culture, analyze the dynamics of national consciousness and language
development.

We describe the modern methodology of systematizing the means of artis-tic and
figurative understanding of reality (epithets, similes, metaphors) and their
reproduction in the latest explanatory dictionaries — the one-volume "Dic-tionary
of Ukrainian Creative Personalities’ Language of the Second Half of the 20th —
Beginning of the 21st Century" (2022) and the four-volume "Explanatory
Dictionary of the Ukrainian Language of the Active Type" which is currently being
worked on by lexicographers of the Institute for the Ukrainian Language of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine under the leadership of Evgeniia
Karpilovska.

We trace the peculiarities of the functional and stylistic load of units of the
language lexical core and their active use in modern fiction. Using the ex-ample of
the word Opama (gate), we analyze the methods of systematic lexico-graphic
reproduction of the development of the word semantic structure and strengthening
of its functioning in modern active speech. We model the interac-tion of language
and social development, express the national specificity of the artistic and
figurative means of the modern language. We include in the analysis the best
examples of language creation by Lina Kostenko, Vasyl Shkliar, Nadiia
Humeniuk, Volodymyr Lys, Mariia Matios, Iryna Savka, Zirka Menzatiuk, Dmytro
Cherednychenko, Halyna Vdovychenko, Dara Korniy, Nika Nikaleo, Lesia
Voronyna, Svitlana Talan, Tetiana Belimova, Max Kidruk, Andriy Kokotiukha and
other writers, and we also analyze the language of modern artistic translation.
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We emphasize the durability of national and linguistic traditions and highlight the
importance of universal human cultural values for the harmonious development of
language and society in the era of global changes.
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